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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Lynwood, Celifornia 


-. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Lynwood, California dedi- 
hd their new church home, Sunday, April 4, 1954 at 3:00 
_ The city of Lynwood is a part of the greater Los 
seles area. Dr. H. C. Jersild, president of the synod, of- 
-ted at the Dedicatory service; Rev. Joseph Girtz of 
‘et Lutheran Church of Los Angeles, vice-president of 
od, also participated. Rev. Allan Hansen, of St. Paul’s, 
ze briefly, as did Rev. Samuel Hansen. 
te for the new church was purchased in 1951 across the 
st from the old church. The basement was completed, 
the upper structure begun in July, 1953. The 125 foot 
H5 foot building is of modified Spanish Mission style 
‘itecture. It is a wooden beam structure with a 48 foot 
tower; one story with balcony and basement, and will 
700. The building is valued at approximately $150,000.00. 
of the most outstanding features of the new Sanctuary 
ne twelve large stained glass windows, symbolizing the 


pstles. 


ume XXVII 
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The divided choir loft will seat forty-eight members. A 
Baldwin Electronic organ was installed, and there was a 
recital on the organ, April 5, by one of the leading organ- 
ists of the Southland. The rooms adjoining the Sanctuary 
will be Pastor’s study, Mothers’ room, and the Deacon room. 
In the basement will be the kitchen, rest rooms, and various 
rooms for the organizations. 


The pews and altar furnishings were all constructed by 
the men of St. Paul’s, as was all of the ornamental wrought 
iron work Donated labor towards the building of the church 
and furnishings has been estimated at 8,000 hours. 


St. Paul’s was organized in January, 1945, and sponsored 
by Olivet Lutheran church of Los Angeles. Twenty-four 
members were at the first worship service, which was held 
at fhe parsonage.. The old church was dedicated in De- 
cember, 1945. There are now 677 confirmed members; 1101 


baptized members. 


Number 15 
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News and Notes 


Luverne, North Dakota. Pastor Ken- 
neth H. Petersen. Our weekly Bible 
Studies conducted by our pastor have 
been well attended. During the Lenten 
season they have been temporarily dis- 
continued in favor of regular Lenten 
Services. Hofva Luther League, one of 
the Luther Leagues in our parish, is 
providing funds for the support of a 
“Bush Schoel” in a Lutheran Mission in 
Africa. While this is a new venture for 
this Luther League much blessing has 
already come as a result of it. We have 
received a large photograph of the 
school we are supporting. The Duplex 
envelope system is in use in both con- 
gregations of the parish for the first 
time. 

Recently the pastor of our parish, 
Pastor Kenneth H. Petersen, was grant- 
ed an increase in salary of $600. 

In Luverne Lutheran Sunday School 
we are using the new American Uni- 
form Series of Sunday School Material. 
It has been well received by students 
and teachers. We look forward to be- 
ing hosts to our District Convention 
here during the month of June. 


Racine, Wis. Pastor Sigurd Petersen 
of Emmaus Lutheran Church has been 
granted a 12 weeks leave of absence in 
order to be able to take a training 
course in chaplaincy at the Boys’ In- 
dustrial School, Topeka, Kansas. The 
course is given under the auspices of the 
Council for Clinical Training, Inc., with 
headquarters in New York City. 


Sunday School Workers Meet At 
Orum, Nebraska 

The churches of the Eastern Circuit 
of the Nebraska District hold regular 
Sunday ‘School Workers rallies twice 
each year. The most recent meeting of 
this group was held in Immanuel Luth- 
eran Church at Orum, Nebraska, on 
Sunday afternoon, March 7. 

The program of the afternoon was 
centered about the subject of teacher 
preparation. The filmstrip, THE 
TEACHER PREPARES, was shown to 
the group followed by a group discus- 
sion. Following the larger group meet- 
ing, the teachers divided into smaller 
groups according to the department 
they may teach where further discussion 
followed. We have found these rallies to 
be very inspirational for our teachers 
and they afford an opportunity for 
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teachers to share ideas and discuss 
problems with one another. 


The Orum Ladies Aid served a supper 
at the close of the afternoon to the 
group of 75 teachers and _ pastors. 
Teachers at the rally that day repre- 
sented congregations from Blair, Omaha, 
Lincoln, Fremont Bluffs, Fremont, 
Kennard, and Orum, 


MINNESOTA LUTHER LEAGUE 


The Luther League of St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church invites the Minnesota 
District League to hold its annual con- 
vention in Evan, Minnesota, April 23 to 
25, 1954. Delegates and visitors please 
send your reservations to William B. 
Schultz, Rt. 3, Sleepy Eye, Minnesota. 
All other communications may be ad- 
dressed to Pastor E. Grill of Evan, 
Minnesota. Lodging and breakfast will 
be furnished all guests in the homes to 
which you are invited. The other meals 
will be served at the church for a 
reasonable price. 


29 Choir Robes Free. Golgotha Luth- 
eran Church, Chicago, IIl., will give 29 
choir robes away, because it ordered 
new robes. The church suggests that 
two choirs should have the robes, one 
can get 14 and the other 15. Those in- 
terested should write M. Rolsted, 7932 
La Fayette Avenue, Chicago 20, Ill. 


Our Cherokee Indian Mission, Oaks, 
Oklahama. Our mission had _ the 
pleasure of having the visit of Dr. H. C. 
Jersild, our synodical president, in the 
middle of March. His visit pertained to 
business connected with the mission. 
Steps are being taken toward the build- 
ing of a new laundry building in con- 
nection with the Mission Home, which 
is to be commenced next month. The 
workers at the home are looking for- 
ward to its completion very much as it 
is so needed. We hope friends of our 
mission will remember this cause with 
gifts so that it can be completed with 
the necessary equipment as it is not 
enough just to have the building. 


Dr. Jersild preached the sermon at 
our Mid-week Lenten service, which 
was much appreciated. Also this year 
we are having our special mid-week 
Lenten services. The Passion History 
according to the Gospel of John is be- 


Forgiveness, and Assurance. 
these studies were worthwhile in givin) 
knowledge pertaining to salvation a 


brought a message in song, which 
does so well. 


boards are being prepared and will k 
placed in each room. We have also bee 
able to get more folding chairs. | 
Helping Hands Ladies Society’ héa 
adopted as its project for the year th) 


will be used for meetings of the Helpi fe 


Hands Society, the Luther League an} 
other organizations of the church. 


A Preaching-Teaching-Reaching Mis 
sion. The Spencer-Estherville area c 
Iowa conducted a very successful PT}, 
mission March 14-18. 25 congregatio 
had part in it. 


E. L. C. congregations cooperated. | 
We strongly urge our congregations t/ 
share in such missions. It is the E. L. G 
who started that type of work. Eack 
congregation gets a guest speaker. Th 
mission starts on Sunday morning. Ii 
the afternoon at least two members o 
all organizations in the congregatio1 
meet for a joint rally at a central place 
The visiting pastors get instructed i 
evangelism. Each congregation iy 
supposed to have made a survey of its 
town or territory. Monday, Tuesday} 
Wednesday and Thursday visitors, tha{ 
is, members of the local church, call or 
the unchurched to invite them to their 
church, ask them to join, get their 
children to Sunday School, etc. 

It was a thrill to see the lay worke 
take to this type of mission. The fou 
weekday forenoons the pastors met a 
Emmetsburg, which was a_ central 
location, for Bible study and furthe 
instruction in evangelism. | 


) 
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REV. JOHN M. JENSEN, Editor 
321 HE. 8th Street | 
Spencer, Iowa 


rorials and Comments 


JESUS IS KING 

Im Sunday Jesus entered Jerusalem on a lowly 
He was meek and lowly of heart. In the Sermon 
ount he said that the meek shall inherit the 


e in to Jerusalem to meet his foes. He wept 
*m as he thought of their hard hearts. 

jarrested him and crucified him. All the satanic 
rere jubilant. 

ed as if the King was defeated. Some times it 
nat way to us, when we work in the church. The 
so powerful and so boasting. 

aster morning the King answered back. He broke 
of Hades. He is our living Christ, always with 
_ though the days may seem bad. 


‘OMPLAINING ON PASTOR’S CALLS 

ther day we talked with a young pastor who is 
gent in calling on his people especially the sick 
‘shut-ins. But he said that so many of them often 
1 that he does not call on them often enough. In- 
receiving him with joy they complain: It is a 
.e since you have been here. I thought you had 
1 where we lived, etc. etc. 

se, it may be natural now and then for older 
think they are forgotten. It is not easy to grow 
efully. It is natural for all of us to grow sour. 
certainly is bound to take down the spirit of the 
great deal, when he is doing everything human- 
le to call on his people, if they meet him with 
y have you not come before, etc. 

«xt time your pastor calls, tell him you are glad to 
You will get more out of his visit, and you will 
e your pastor. And every pastor needs en- 
ment. 


A YOUTH RALLY 
-cently had a youth rally at Royal, Iowa, of some 
ven leagues of North West Iowa. It brought out 
any young people. They were talented, and they 
enjoyed themselves, and they got a good mess- 
re they went home. All in all it was one of the 
illies of that type we have attended. 
s one a great deal of inspiration to watch the 
ungsters. They are in their teens. The boys and 
- at the age when they are getting very conscious 
‘nother. This adds something to such a rally too. 
“hen we got home Sunday night we got to reflecting 
lly once more. We asked ourselves the question: 
ague work in touch with reality? Are we think- 
ne problems facing these youngsters, when they 
from now may be drafted into military service? 
we preparing them for the responsibility of 
e? Many of them will be married before they are 
Do we think of that in our Luther League work? 
-e a hundred questions that come when we begin 
about this. 
- ideal a sort of middle class attitude to every- 
Is our Christianity a “good time” Christianity 
oes not demand too much? 


By asking these questions we certainly do not pretend 
to know the answers. We simply want to raise the 
questions so we might do a bit more thinking about them. 


Dr. Stange of Germany said in the late twenties that 
we must prepare our young people for martyrdom. Some 
of us thought he was too pessimistic. But 10 years later 
Hitler put some of the best Christians into prison, and 
some were murdered. Dr. Stange was right. Perhaps we 
are unduly gloomy—we hope so. But we do think that 
we should think about it, and perhaps our thinking 
may lead us to give our youth work a slightly deeper 
undertone. 


CONFIRMATION IN FALL INSTEAD OF SPRING 


This issue reaches our readers on Palm Sunday when 
many young people are confirmed. It is a great day for 
parents and children. Of course, a number of congre- 
gations have confirmation later, in May or at Pentecost. 

We know of some Lutheran congregations who have 
the confirmation in the Fall, the last part of October or 
the first part of November. The young people have their 
usual two years of instruction. They have their summer 
vacations as usual, but they get 8 weeks of review work ' 
just before they are confirmed in the Fall. 

The reason for changing from Spring to Fall is that too 
often the church swings into low gear right after the 
confirmation in the Spring. Three months go by with 
vacations and the like. When confirmation is held around 
the first of November the church is in high gear, and it 
is easier to hold the youngsters in Luther League and 
Bible class activities. 

We wonder if any pastors in our synod have confir- 
mation in the Fall and not in the Spring. If so we shall 
be glad to get their reactions. 


THE HYDROGEN BOMB 

Two H-bombs were exploded in the Pacific Ocean in 
the month of March. Something went unexpectedly 
wrong. Some 236 residents in the Marshall islands were 
exposed to radiation. Nine Japanese fishing vessels were 
exposed to radiation. Some of the crew suffered severe 
burns. They had been 200 miles away from the blast. 
One vessel reported it was showered with radioactive 
debris 800 miles away from the announced danger zone. 
The fish were made radioactive, and the police had to 
make a wild scramble to trace down every fish sold from 
the vessel. No wonder that Japan got very upset. 

Observers claim that the first H-bomb March 1st was 
750 times as powerful as the Hiroshima A-bomb. That 
killed 60,000 people. That means that such a bomb could 
have killed 45,000,000 people. One such bomb could wipe 
out New York City, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Congressman W. Sterling Cole revealed some time ago 
that the 1952 blast not only wiped out of existence an 
island of 70 square miles, but also dug a hole in the floor 
of the Pacific a mile wide and 175 feet deep. 

The Russians exploded their first H-bomb last August. 

This is what our scientific knowledge has led us to. 
Some introduction to Easter! 


Christ, Our Eternal King 


By C. S. Kloth 


The word Christ means “the anointed one.” As the 
kings of old were anointed with oil to indicate they were 
being set apart for the kingly office, so Jesus was anoint- 
ed with the water of John’s baptism to indicate that He 
was being set apart, as He Himself explained at His bap- 
tism, to fulfill all righteousness. To that end He was to 
be three things in His office. He was to be a prophet, 
the voice of God, to proclaim how that righteousness was 
to be restored complete unto men. He was also to be the 
great and eternal high priest who was to offer up the 
sacrifice by which people could become righteous in 
God’s eyes again. And, in the third place, He was to be 
the righteous king who should rule over His people. 
“Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I 
will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall 
reign as king and deal wisely,’ Jeremiah 23:5. 

This last, that Jesus is a king, is just as necessary as 
the other two, that He is also a prophet and a priest. 
Unless all that Jesus is converges in omnipotence, the 
rest cannot have any meaning for us. A word without 
power to make it effective is no word at all. A priestly 
effort that is only a gesture, but without any real ef- 
fect, is likewise no priestly effort at all. There must be 
power, supreme and final, that will make it worthwhile 
for us to go after Jesus with the assurance that our trust 
is well placed. Ultimately the real question is the ques- 
tion of authority, even the question Pontius Pilate plac- 
ed: “Art thou a king then?” If He isn’t a king, He isn’t 
anything. 

More than once Jesus was questioned about His au- 
thority. That He had authority from somewhere no one 
could deny, not even His enemies. “By what authority 
do you do these things?” It had to be by one or the 
other, by the power of God, or by the power of the devil. 
It does not seem possible that what Jesus did He did 
in league with Beelzebub, the prince of demons. Would 
a devil be concerned with destroying the works of the 
devil, all the evil from sin to death that so painfully 
oppresses us? If Jesus were not true, the prophet, priest, 
and king the Old Testament had prophetically portrayed, 
then was Judas Iscariot, the betray- 


descent. Our text tells us that He would be a b: 
from David. No one knew what branch it would bef 


branch. “A virgin shall conceive,” Isaiah had said. [ 
was a virgin as well as of David’s family. Besides 
when her Son was born, He was born in the town) 
Scripture had appointed, even in Bethlehem of J) 
“Tt is all in the Book,” as we say, and Jesus confirr} 
of the Book, even to this prophecy from the Ps, 
“that a bone of Him should not be broken.” | 

Christ is the King. He proved it in the light of 
Scriptures to which He referred without fear of } 
proved false. “Search the Scriptures,” was His bor 
vitation because, “they testify of me.” Thank Gol 
the Old Testament. It is as much the proof of Jes) 
the Christ as is the New Testament. What is proph) 
in the one is confirmed in the other. Taken together} 
converge upon this Christ as the One who has sup 
authority to speak to men, to redeem their souls} 
to command without apology, “Come ye after me.” 

I am no authority on religion. But neither is tk 
tellectual giant, Albert Einstein. Neither is any one 
has written the Lenten Guideposts running curi 
in newspapers across the country. These guidepostt 
interesting in so far as they tell of the religious 2) 
iences of their writers. But these experiences don’t 
these people religious authorities. In His day Jesu 
vealed that God meets the world in Him. “In Hit 
things consist.” He fed the thousands in the wilde 
He healed the sick. He raised the dead. And with 
mighty works as the external evidence of His auth} 
He confidently spoke to the souls of men the forgivi 
of sins. But why did He do these things in His mini 
He did them because He wanted men to realize thal 
thority was vested in the Son. “AJ] authority is givel 
to me in heaven and in earth.” All that God is bed 
at last exclusively focused in the Word of Chrigg 
Love of Christ, and the Power of Christ. Outside oF 


er, not possessed by the devil. Cer- 
tainly the devil won’t fight the devil. 
The forces that were against Jesus, 
arrayed against Him with lies and 
deception and betrayal, point a- 
bundantly to this that Jesus, whom 
they couldn’t stop even with the 
cross, is the king, supreme with 
power. Even Judas, when he realized 
what he had done, supported the 
genuineness of Christ’s claim to 
power when he confessed: “I have 
betrayed innocent blood.” He ad- 
mitted where truth lay, not with 
the priests, but with Jesus. 


Jesus also had the Old Testament 
on His side in the matter of His 


; there is no religious authori 
Christ earth. Therefore the Father pou 
Him and says: “This is my be 
Son in whom I am well ple 
Hear ye Him.” Don’t go by | 
men say. Go by what God ha 
vealed in “Christ the wisdom of 
and Christ the power of God.” 


! 


: 

No man should try to be his 
or others’ authority in the mz 
that pertain to the soul. He sl 
not say what he thinks religic 
Religion is not what men thir 
is not the product of flesh and } 
“Flesh and blood have not rev 
it unto thee,” said Jesus to ] 


HE DIED 
And with him perished all that men 
hold dear; 
Hope lay beside him in the sepulcher, 
Love grew corse cold, and all things 
beautiful beside 
Died when he died. 
HE ROSE 
And with him hope arose, and life 
and light. 
Men said: “Not Christ but Death 
died yesternight!” 
And joy and truth and all things 
virtuous 
Rose when he rose. 
—Author Not Known, 


(Continued on page 6) 
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\WERANS SET SPRING 
(WHING APPEAL 
(| York—The annual spring cloth- 
{ peal of Lutheran World Relief 
held May 2—49, it was announced 
“$y Bernard A. Confer, executive 
Miliry of the agency. 
jjing upon Lutheran congregations 
iemonstrate anew our concern for 
yes sheep,” Mr. Confer said that 
‘@rans of America had gathered 
‘@ than 2,600,000 pounds of used 
‘og and shoes for relief purposes 
) 11 in response to a Thanksgiving 
i), a 
jee again we must face the harsh 
4 that severe need still exists in 
“Y areas of the world,” he said. 
Msees from the Soviet Zone con- 
“@ to stream through Berlin into 
ya Germany; millions of innocent 
\g> are suffering in war-ravaged 
jj» and in the Middle East, Pal- 
‘Gin refugees huddling in hovels and 
pamps are sorely in need of what 
vve to share.” 
mine period from November through 
dry, Mr. Confer said, Lutheran 
Relief shipped more _ than 
4.000 worth of supplies overseas 
month. 
@/-E SEES CLERGY MORE 
OCTIVE THAN COURTS 
#Pabeth, N. J.—Clergymen often 
we more effective than courts in 
Gig with juvenile delinquents, 
Wing to Judge Libby E. Sachar of 
Mnion County Juvenile and Do- 
Relations Court. 
§ said youngsters can talk about 
@ problems to clergymen with less 
ecomplex than they display in dis- 
fag them with court officials. 
i.ge Sachar also said she believes 
sescription of God as a Heavenly 
rr may be a handicap in bringing 
tion to delinquent children. 
-enile delinquents often dislike 
fathers and carry over this an- 
ism to their thinking about God, 
raid. 
HERANS PLAN BOARDING CLUB 
PROBATIONERS 
Paul, Minn—A boarding club 
mg young men on parole or pro- 
will be established by the board 
‘arities of the Evangelical Luther- 
urch in cooperation with Luther 
Logical Seminary here. 
tdents from the seminary will 
sel with the boarding club res- 
club is tentatively scheduled to 
ut into operation within a year 
+ the direction of a seven-man 


sission to be appointed by the ELC 
tties board. 


WOMEN MINISTERS ISSUE 
AGAIN RAISED IN NORWAY 


Oslo, Norway—The government of 
Norway wants the right to appoint 
women as pastors even in congregations 
which do not want them, according to 
the press service of the Norwegian 
Institute for Inter-Church relations. 


The government will ask parliament 
to amend the present law stipulating 
that women pastors cannot be appointed 
if the congregation refuses them, the 
report said. 


The amendment will be placed before 
parliament even though the bishops of 
Norway have advised against it, said 
the press service, quoting a statement 
by Bishop Johannes Smemo of Oslo, 
primate of the Church of Norway, as- 
serting that the appointment of female 
ministers is “in contrast with the teach- 
ing of the New Testament and the tra- 
ditions of the Church.” 


The question has been raised because, 
under the State-Church set-up in Nor- 
way, all pastors are considered civil 
servants appointed by the government. 
The usual procedure is for congregations 
and bishops to express their desire con- 
cerning calls to the ministry, but the 
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formal appointment is made by secular 
authorities. So far, the press service 
said, the government has “normally” 
appointed the bishop’s nominee. 


Although several women have studied 
at the theological faculties of Norway, 
it added, so far none have applied for 
the ministry under the 1938 law which 
the government now wants amended. 


LUTHERANS ADVANCE PLANS FOR 
LATIN AMERICAN CONFERENCE 


New York—Plans for two Latin Ameri- 
can Lutheran Conferences in Brazil 
next July are taking shape, according 
to the Lutheran World Federation’s 
Committee on Latin America. 


Though not yet final, the plans in- 
dicate that Petropolis, an old and at- 
tractive resort city about one hour 
north of Rio de Janeiro, will be chosen 
as the site for both the Latin Ameri- 
can Lutheran Literature Conference, 
scheduled for July 14-17, and the 
general Latin American Lutheran Con- 
ference, scheduled for July 20-23. 

The program of the general confer- 
ence, still subject to final approval, will 
be centered on discussions of “the task 

(Continued on page 6) 
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THE VICTORY OF LOVE ON CALVARY 


“QO Love of God! O sin of man! 

In this dread act your strength is tried; 
And victory remains with love: 

For He, our Lord, is crucified.” 


"TWAS cold the night when Christ was 
brought 

Before the ancient Jewish Court; 

The streets were quiet, for few men 
knew 

The Son of God was passing through. 

But ere He goes to Calvary’s gall, 

He’s taken to the Judgment Hall. 

“What doth this Man?” the Governor 
cried, 

“He’s evil done,” the rabble lied, 

“Forbidding taxes to be paid, 

He would Himself a king be made.” 

At once the Prisoner was tried, 

And many questions Pilate plied. 

Then rang his voice throughout the 
Hall, 

“T find in Him no fault at all.” 

He listened to their surging cry 

“Away with Him and crucify.” 

As. Christ stood there, the tumult 
swelled, 

In utter frenzy people yelled: 

“Tf you decide to let Him go, 

You are not Caesar’s friend, but foe.” 


F. W. Faber 


Fear filled the Procurator’s heart; 
In this foul deed he’d have no part; 
He quailed before their clamourings 
loud, 
In weakness pandered to the crowd, 
Yet ere the cross on Christ was laid, 
He was in scarlet robe arrayed, 
Insulted by that motley crowd, 
While soldiers smote and mocking 
bowed. 
Before the crown of thorns He wore, 
A cross upon His heart He bore; 
The path of agony He trod, 
To bring a dying world to God. 
* * * 
LORD, was there not some other way, 
Than going to the cross that day, 
To make us see that sin so great, 
Must bar the way to Heaven’s gate? 
"Twas depth of sin and height of love 
That brought Thee, Saviour, from 
above, 

That we might turn from evil ways, 
And ever live our God to praise. 

F. I. Rose 


CHURCH NEWS FROM 
HERE AND THERE 
(Continued from page 5) 
of the established Lutheran synods,” 
the multilingual ministry to newly- 
established congregations, and “the 
status of the Lutheran missionary enter- 

prise” in the southern continent. 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover, 
president of the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration, is scheduled to deliver the open- 
ing address, “Our Heritage is Our 
Faith.” 

In addition to Bishop Lilje, Bishop 
Ellis Malmestrom of Sweden, and 
perhaps Bishop Johannes Smemo of 
Oslo, Norway, will represent the LWF 
executive committee members from 
Europe. Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the LWF is also 
expected to come from Europe. 

Among guests expected from North 
America are Dr. Paul C. Empie, ex- 
ecutive director of the National Luther- 
an Council, the Rev. A. N. Morck, re- 
presenting the Canadian National Com- 
mittee for the LWF, and four members 
of the NLC Division on Lutheran Co- 
operation in Latin America. 


LUTHERAN PAPERS REPORT 
CIRCULATION GAINS 


By Religious News Service 3/17/54 


New York—The “official” periodicals 
of eight church bodies affiliated with 
the National Lutheran Council now 
have a combined circulation of 424,329, 
according to NLC headquarters here. 

They have gained 56 per cent since 
1947, the report said, and it is estimated 
they are read by more than half of the 
3,064,000 confirmed members of the 
eight bodies. 

Combined circulation of the magazines 
in 1940 was 122,069. By 1947 this had 
increased to 271,528. 


Biggest of the periodicals is The Luth- 
eran, weekly magazine of the United 
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Lutheran ‘Church in America, which, 
with 1,450,000 confirmed members, is 
the largest body in the NLC. 

The Lutheran’s circulation went from 
50,000 in 1947 to 143,000 early this year, 
a gain of 186 per cent. 


The other magazines, and their per- 
centage gain since 1947, are: Lutheran 
Companion (Augustana Lutheran), 65; 
Ansgar Lutheran (United Evangelical 
Lutheran), 64; Lutheran Standard 
(American Lutheran), 33; Lutheran 
Tidings (American Evangelical Luther- 
an), 21; Lutheran Counselor (Suomi 
Synod), 17; Lutheran Messenger (Luth- 
eran Free), 5, and Lutheran Herald 
(Evangelical Lutheran), 3. 


TEENAGERS FORM 
GOD’S GOSPEL CARRIERS 


Cambridge, Mass.—God’s Gospel 
Carriers is the name taken by a group 
of teenagers at Christian High School 
here who have banded together to lead 
morning prayers at the school and con- 
duct weekly meetings at Evangelical 
churches in the Greater Boston area. 


The school was established nine years 
ago by Evangelical Protestants who be- 
lieved that “to leave God out of ed- 
ucation, as is done in the public schools, 
is to leave God out of life.” Its pres- 
ent enrolment includes members of 14 
denominations, the largest contingents 
being the 60 Baptist and 37 Congre- 
gationalist students. 


Pupils at Christian High are required 
to attend classes in Bible history and 
its relationship to everyday life three 
times a week. They also take an active 
part in the assemblies held three or 
four times each week at which hymns 
are sung and Scriptural lessons read. 


SAYS CHURCH BUDGETS 
TOO LOW 


St. Louis, Mo.—Budgets of Protes- 
tant churches over the country “are not 


q 
| 


April 1 


matching our prosperity,” the } 
Council of Churches’ top stew 
official told 100 St. Louis cle 
and lay leaders here. 


“Unless you are paying your nm’ 
at least 80 per cent more than j 
in 1939 you are asking him to tak 
in salary,” the Rev. Thomas K. 
son, executive director of the Cc 
department of stewardship and 
lence, said. 

The average church could dow 
income by “an effective canvas 
funds, he said. 


that churches which ask menal 
bring in pledges and gifts on a “I 
Sunday” are losing half the 
they might get if they conducted 
to-face canvassing to solicit 
support.” | 
“The second Sunday in Noven 
the best time of the year for a 
canvass,” he said. “You get the } 
of the Thanksgiving spirit an 
avoid the Christmas rush.” 


SOCIAL SECURITY FOR CLEI 

The House Ways and Means! 
mittee will open hearings on Apr 
the subject of social security co! 
for ministers. Church represen’ 
wishing to be heard should co 
cate promptly with Chairman | 
Reed. 

The National Council of Ch 
plans to suggest two amendments 
proposed law: (1) to put cover 
clergy on a self-employment basis 
a status similar to present cover: 
lay employees, except that covers 
change of employment should 4d 
on voluntary agreement of bot 
employing agency and the clerg: 
and (2) to define “employer” 
“employee” in such a way as — 
cognize the unique relationship 
church or church agency and a 
who accepts a call. 


—— 


CHRIST, OUR ETERNAL KING 
(Continued from page 4) 
If thinking could resolve the mystery of God and His 
relationship to men, long ago they would have ascer- 
tained the facts. Paul writes, “The world did not know 
God through wisdom.” To look for God in that area is 
like looking for light in darkness. He just isn’t there. 
Religion is rather what happens in a human heart when 
that heart meets Christ as prophet, priest, and king. 
“God,” says Paul, “is the source of your life in Christ 
Jesus, whom God made our wisdom, our righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemption.” Outside of Christ 


God is not the source of life. 


So where does religious certainty lie except in Christ 


as the sphere within which religious truth alone ¢; 
breathed? When He speaks, then we know, and #] 
like building a house upon the rock. The word o 
king is solid just because He is the king. The winx 
the waves obeyed Him. So did the evil Spirits He 
cized. So did death. A more perfect and a more er 
word there is not than that which He speaks. Our 
associates these thoughts with His reign; He deals 
ly; He executes justice and righteousness; 
gives security. Who shouldn’t say, “He is my prc 
priest, and king’? . 
“Hallelujah! For the Lord God Omnipotent reig 


He save 


King of Kings and Lord of Lords! 


And He shall reign forever and ever. Hallelujak 


Hil 12, 1954 


THE GOSPEL AMONG THE SANTALS 


‘ince time immemorial there has lived a nation of 
le known as the Santals up in the hill country of 
ar, about 150 miles northwest of Calcutta, in India. 
»y trace their origin to a time far earlier than the day 
Sun-god admitted them to India by way of the Khy- 
‘pass, long before the coming of the Hindus. 


(OW MANY ARE THEY? The Santal nation is 
t equivalent to Norway, just short of 3 million. 
ugh originally they lived in a closed group in the 
al Parganas, during later centuries they have mi- 
ced eastward into the provinces of Bengal and Assam. 
ides working among the Santals, our Mission also 
‘ks among the Bengals, Boros, Bhutanese and Garos, 
with the Santals occupy our extended field with a 
lation of over 12 million. 


HAT KIND OF PEOPLE ARE THEY? Centuries 
the Santals were hunters and fishermen, but in later 
s they have settled down to become farmers. They 
a jolly people, and a smile easily breaks on their 
olate-brown faces. Their black eyes twinkle. They 
a democratic people, with great respect for their 
ge government. On the whole, they are a straight- 
vard and honest people. 


TAT OF THEIR RELIGION? 


m India, the Mohammedans worship Allah, the 
dus worship their multitudinous idols, the tribal 
le worship demons. The central theme of the 


demons who inhabit the streams, the rocks, the 
as, the homes. They are always ready to bring sick- 
and harm, if one does not appease them with 
-ifices. The supreme bonga is Maran Buru, literally 
slated, the Great Mountain. The Santals also 
owledge that their ancestors worshipped Isor, the 
tor God, but they have long since ceased to worship 


such a soil superstition and witchcraft flourish, 
ther with all kinds of heathen festivities. In times 
sorrow, the Santal has nothing to fall back upon. In 
erate fear, he tries to lose it all in carousing and 


aking. 


DID THE GOSPEL 
CH THE SANTALS? 


the 26th of September, 1867, the two pioneers, 
Norwegian, Lars Olsen Skrefsrud, and the Dane, 
is Peter Borresen, entered the Santal country and 
(ded the first mission. They called it Ebenezer, by 
cpretation, “Hitherto hath God helped us.” After 


ion of the Santals is their worship of the bongas,: 
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learning to speak the difficult language of the Santals, 
they reduced it to writing, so that the Bible could be 
given to them. Through preaching and teaching and 
baptizing, the church grew, “and many souls were add- 
ed thereunto.” New missionaries joined the work, and 
Indian pastors and evangelists were trained. 


HOW DID OUR CHURCHES COME TO HELP? 


Many of the Danish and Norwegian people who 
came over carried with them an interest in the work 
which they had learned to know and love in their 
home countries. But it was in 1894, with the visit of the 
great pioneer, Lars Olsen Skrefsrud, Norway’s most 
famous missionary, that the people of our churches be- 
came vitally interested in supporting this growing 
Christian church in India. A committee was formed, 
representing all the Norwegian and Danish synods in 
America, and the first American missionaries, Rev. and 
Mrs. M. A. Pederson, went to India to labor in the 
Lord’s vineyard. Since then a number of missionaries 
have come from American Lutheran churches. 


WHOSE MISSION IS THE SANTAL MISSION? 


The Santal Mission is an independent mission, sup- 
ported by the people of the following Synods: The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, the Lutheran 
Free Church, the United Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
the Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Lutheran 
Brethren, the Eielsen Synod. In recent years the 
Augustana Synod has also been giving a growing sup- 
port. 

The American branch of the Santal Mission is ad- 
ministered by a Board of fifteen members, elected 
proportionately from the synods mentioned above. 
Funds are sent to India, where they are administered by 
the Conference of the Mission. Field Headquarters: 
Dumka, Santal Parganas, Bihar, India. 


WHAT WORK IS BEING DONE 


January 1, 1953 There Were... 
86 missionaries on our mission staff, 
66 ordained pastors in the congregations. 
424 evangelists in the villages. 


There Were... 
30,286 Christians in the Santal Church. 
In 5,415 Christian families, 
In 1,077 villages. 
In 265 congregations. 


There Were... 
1,705 souls baptized last year. 


Over 1,400 lepers treated last year. 
Over 50,000 medical treatments last year. 
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This dramatic experience 
shows something of the cost of forgiveness 


A Confession of Murder 


by ROBERT FARELLY 


Jacques Lebray grew tulips and bred rabbits. When 
one has worked hard all one’s life, but for all that with- 
out becoming rich, one can give oneself the luxury of 
having a tranquil finish to life, a peaceful finish, an au- 
tumn where simple joys take on the tint and bouquet of 
golden leaves and ripened fruit. Jacques Lebray, in his 
little suburban house, therefore, smiled at his well-filled 
past life and his coming end, which was rendered radi- 
ant by a Christian hope and supported by unshakable 
conviction. A widower for five years, he gave himself 
a holiday every Sunday, to receive the visit of his son, 
his only child, born late in his marriage, rich in promise, 
a brilliant pupil in an engineering school. 


Alas, life has those unforeseeable happenings which 
turn the purest joy into terrible despair in an instant. 
One day, a laconic telegram came brutally to rend the 
quiet of a beautiful evening: “Son Jean gravely injured 
accident, Hotel Dieu, come.” Nothing more, yet enough 
to touch a man in the most sensitive part of his being. 
Jean, his only son, he who was to assure his only earth- 
ly survival! Like an absent man he took the train, then 
the bus, then the pavement. He arrived at his son’s bed- 
side. He had been put into a private room to die in peace. 
An ordinary car accident. The injured man had express- 
ed the desire to see his father as soon as possible. M. 
Lebray listened in a distrait manner to the nurse’s ex- 
planations. He retained only one thing: his son had no 
more than one or two hours to live, three at the most... 


Jean recognized his father and smiled. He tried to 
make the effort to raise himself in bed; he fell back with 
a grimace and a groan. 


“Don’t move, son.” 


“Father,” said the young man in a barely audible voice, 
but which strengthened with a supreme effort, “help me 
to die!” 


The father’s heart contracted. Jean did not share his 
religious convictions, at least he thought not, as he had 
always refused to admit that he might have to render 
an account to God. And now before that solemn meet- 
ing, he felt the need to make his peace with God. Would 
he know how to guide him? 


“Jean,” he said, “I will pray with you.” 

“Wait, father. I must first confess to you.” 

“My son, I am only your father, I am no priest. But I 
am sure that God willingly hears the repentance of a 
sinner and pardons him his sins in the name of Jesus 


Christ the sacrifice for our sins. Do you not believe 
that?” 


“Father, I have remembered all that, but I do not 
only the forgiveness of God, I want yours too! I shall 1 
die in peace unless you forgive me!” 2 


“Jean,” he insisted, ‘confess to God, it is only His fd 
giveness which matters!” 


“Father, I have already done so! I believe in Jes 
Christ who died for me, I believe in God’s forgivene} 
But yours—I want yours too, I need it before I die! L 
me tell you everything.” 


The heart of M. Jacques Lebray was strangely troul 
ed. Did he foresee a terrible avowal? Why should he he 


it? But he told himself that a father must carry his by 
den to the end. : 


“Say it, I am listening,” he said. 


“Father, I have killed a man. I killed Paul Leroux, | 
Frescades, because of Jacqueline Chabert . . . last yea 


An unutterable horror filled the eyes of M. Jacqu 
Lebray. The dying man noticed it. 


“Father,” he said, panting, “I have told you everythir 
for you can guess the rest. I feel that I am going. Gi 
me your forgiveness!” 


Standing by the bed of his son, M. Jacques Lebr; 
was of stone. His son, a murderer! He felt himself mc 
tally wounded by the brutal avowal. Jean, his son, 
other self! He stiffened, as if to resist an inner collaps 
What an insult, what an offence against his moral i 
tegrity! What a slight, for him, his father, this murde 
for the principles which he had taught him! A deaf a 
irrepressible anger rose in him. 


“Father! You are the only person who loves me, th 
only one whom I love! If you do not forgive me . . 


An unutterable anguish pierced these parting word 
The look of the father for a moment rested on spac 
then on the face which was already taking on the waxe 
pallor of death. | 


“Father!” 


The terrible anguish of the dying man burst forth . 
the cry. The father leant over him, kissed him on ¢t 
forehead. | 

“Jean, I forgive you.” 


The young man burst into tears. But the violent em 
tion was too much. A few moments later he died in h 
father’s arms. 

Some days later, M. Jacques Lebray took the tra 
to Frescades, some 500 kilometres from his home, | 
this village, in the heart of mountainous and woe 
country, a Maquis group had held out to the last da 
of the occupation, the year before, J ean had fought wa 
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M. Jacques Lebray wanted to see and wanted to 
everything. 


y persist in opening this dreadful wound in his 
|? Since the dramatic avowal and the forgiveness 
out of his pity, he had lived under the burden of 
ring problem. He had forgiven, if he had the right 
so. He had the duty, but had he the right? He re- 
d continually to this question with anguish. Cer- 
God had forgiven, but He had paid. God could 
enerous, because He had suffered in Christ the 
hment due to the guilty! But he, Jacques Lebray, 
other father—if he had the duty to forgive, in love, 
e the right? It is very easy to say: I forgive! Too 
| Is there not something hurt somewhere in the 
s, something defrauded, outraged, by that very 
? He repeated to himself: God took the place of 
fuilty, and raised on the Cross He suffered under the 
t of the guilt. That gives Him all right, all possibil- 
TEED Lier Ge 


- arrived at Frescades towards evening and found 
i at an inn. Gossip was easy there. He asked ques- 
cleverly, without appearing to do so. Jean Lebray? 
did not know him. There had passed through, you 
ell imagine, many young men of the Maquis. Paul 
‘ux? Yes, he was well known. He came from Chu- 
a neighboring hamlet. He had been killed one 
, in an ambush, it was believed. His name was on 
‘memorial. Jacqueline Chabert? A good, pleasant 
f the village, engaged to some boy in Paris, it was 


e next day he made the acquaintance of the girl, 

as careful not to let himself be known. He intro- 
-d himself under a borrowed name, that of his wife. 
jueline, a teacher in the village, was not the flirt he 
for a moment expected to find. He found a pretext 
eet her, but she barely spoke to him and left him. 
oman who was there said, “Didn’t you notice her 
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red eyes? She has received bad news. Her fiance, a Pari- 
sian ...a letter from her to him has come back, with 
one word on the back: deceased. There is misery for 
everyone. She could have married Leroux, Paul Leroux 
of Chumay, if he were not dead too. He had proposed 
to her. She has no luck!” 


He nodded his head as the good woman told him these 
things. With a heavy step he went to Chumay. Before 
he knocked at the door of Mme Leroux, he knew all 
that it was possible to find out about her. A widow with- 
out resources, she wore out her eyes crying for her son,,. 
killed in the Maquis, her only support. She was now 
down to her last few halfpence. She would have to sell 
her house, but who would want to buy this old ram- 
shackle house in this lost hole of a place? 

He presented himself to the old woman, a poor woman 
without defence, who showed in her mourning all the 
sad pain of despair. Was this house for sale? 


Mme Leroux looked very surprised. “Alas, Monsieur,” 
she said, “I must sell it in order to live, but where shall 
I then go? I am old, crippled, I encumber the world and 
yet I take up such a small space! What shall I do, who 
can only cry? Oh, if Paul were only still here!” 

M. Lebray made an honest proposal. If he left her the 
use of one or two rooms, would she agree to sell her 
house? 


Everything was arranged. 


M. Jacques Lebray has sold his delightful little house 
and garden in the suburbs, he has left his old friends. 
He lives now alone and eccentrically—that is the unani- 
mous opinion—in an old hovel falling down in a lost: 
countryside. He has divided his house into two. He lives: 
on one side; in the other lives that old woman in her 
dotage over whom, without appearing to do so, he watch- 
es faithfully and scrupulously. 


—Condensed and translated from Croire et Servir, in 
World Christian Digest. 


CRITICISM OF THE CHURCH 
hen We Hear Criticisms Of The Church it is worth 
le asking, “Whence do these critics gain their stand- 
; of judgment?” The answer is clear. Whether they 
‘outside the Church or within it, these critics judge 
“he standards which the Church teaches them. Their 
ctations of what Christians ought to be and to do 


derived from the Christian gospel. The truth is 
the one community which is speaking all the time 
sur nation and the nations generally, and witnessing 
its .own life for the maintenance of personal and 
-al standards in human relationships, in the doing of 
'k, the handling of money, the sustaining of stand- 
5 of personal chastity, the responsibilities of citizen- 
», the cause of peace and goodwill among men—is 
Christian Church—Dr. Leslie E. Cooke. 


ther Gods. The people of Israel had forsaken God 
Ashtoreth, Chemosh and Mileom. We call that idola- 
—and we still practice it. 


A famous Chinese gentleman stood in the New York 
Stock Exchange not so long ago, after having visited 
our half-empty churches. He was so impressed with the 
furore and intensity of the Exchange that he cried, “Ah, 
this is their real religion! This is what they care about!” 
Well, is it? 


Wouldn’t you say that we are worshipping Mars, the 
god of war, as much as we worship Jesus Christ? Every 
able-bodied boy in the country may be forced to give 
two years of his life to the art of war; how many give 
two years to Jesus Christ? 


Others worship Bacchus; they live to have a good 
time. 


Others worship the god of the machine, or the god of 
the cash register, or the god of athletics, or . . . How 
many more can you supply?—Frank S. Mead in Tarbell’s. 
Teachers’ Guide 1954 (Fleming H. Revell Company) 
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XI. Colombian Pictures 


During my stay in Medellin, Arnfeld Morck and I 
worked on the folder, ‘““Hope in Colombia,” in which we 
attempted to portray the new hope in this mission field. 
The cover design symbolizes God’s light breaking 
through the storm clouds that have darkened the skies 
over Colombia. The light falls on a family standing on a 
hilltop and reaching arms heavenward in an attitude of 
prayer; in the far distance stands a chapel, also bright- 
ened by the rays of God’s light. The theme of the folder 
is found in Psalms, “What is man that thou art mindful 
of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?” 


Superimposed on a map of Colombia that appears on 
the back of the folder are sketches that symbolize the 
various mission activities: congregational work, litera- 
ture and translation, student work, evangelistic centers, 
and the Bible institute. An insert tells in detail the story 
of each mission station. 


The folder will be used during the coming year by 
both the ELC and the UELC, co-sponsors of the mission 
work in Colombia. 


During this time I also prepared five illustrations for 
an outline of the book of Romans. The drawings are 
unique in that the figures are dressed in the garb of the 
Colombian peasants. The stages portrayed are the sin- 
ner alone, the forgiveness of his sins, his sanctification, 
and the call to duty. A design for a Christmas card 
featured Colombian shepherds listening to the angels’ 
song of “On earth peace, good will toward men.” 


I realized that there are innumerable motifs for such 
drawings. Pastor Ostrem painted a word picture of how 
in the earlier days rural Colombians came to meetings 
in the evening. Walking from distant villages, they could 
be seen approaching the meeting place. In their hands 
were candle-lighted lanterns with colored shades. Walk- 
ing singly or in small groups, they appeared over the 
crests of the lower foothills of the Andes. At the end 
of the meeting, the candles were again lighted, the par- 
ishioners departed, and, as small dots of color, disap- 
peared over the low hills. 


Pastor Ostrem said that such memories never fade, 
but are like God-given lights that will someday burn a- 
gain. He spoke of the warmth and enthusiasm of the 
people, of their enjoyment of the meetings, and of how 
they appreciated having visitors come and share in their 
good times. Frequently we see these rural people in 
Medellin, driven there during persecution in their own 
areas, but always dreaming of returning to their farm 
homes, many of which have been destroyed. Undaunted, 
these peasants realize that the homes can be rebuilt and 
life can go on. 
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Thy Kingdom Come 


SKETCHES FROM A SUMMER IN COLOMBIA 
By F. W. Thomsen 


XII. The Little Stone 


While working in my room on the illustration of “ 
in Colombia,” I heard a sharp report of a stone str 
the front door, then laughter as the sound of small 
hurried away. A little boy had thrown a stone a 
“Protestant House.” This act in itself was not dange 
nor did the boy realize what he was doing, but it 
reflect a deep undercurrent of resentment, hatred 
suspicion which exists in Colombia. 


In order to understand this problem of conflic 
must go deeper than the Catholic-Protestant tensio 
the basic conflict of good and evil. Any order or sys 
may become corrupt. Whenever the Protestant m 
ment loses its inner dynamic or ‘Christian force it bec 
an empty term. This has happened to a large e 
throughout the Protestant world. The percentag¢ 
active Christianity in the Scandinavian countrie, 
shameful, and the formal popularity of American a 
tantism may be questioned on the basis of living f. 
A large and loud protesting Goliath does not have} 
power of a small faithful David. One thing that I a 


mind is this: In all honesty we cannot attack the Cat 

church without being willing to examine our own f 
Protestantism is dynamic, depending upon God for 
life and inspiration in its protest against evil both in: 
and outside its own ranks. | 


The missionaries who have faced threats of death 
violent persecutions and untold struggles of heart ; 
soul know with clarity that feeble efforts will never r 
out evil. It will take the united prayer and work of t; 
believers to pierce the armor of the evil forces. I 
again reminded of the thought expressed by Capus W 
nick, the American ambassador to Colombia, that vict 
will come but not with ease. Christianity will have 
be willing to pay the price. 


It is true that in the main the Catholic Church 
Colombia has become sterile and in many cases exces 
ingly corrupt. Men within its ranks have tried to corr 
its hideous perversions. It will take a vigorous faith 
win over this deeply ingrained “religion.” 


We are mindful of the hardships that follow wher 
person breaks with this religion. Young people will 
disowned and driven from their homes. If they do t 
for the Gospel’s sake, surely they will not be forsaken 
And yet, history is not lacking 
Let us never make the mistake of 
dom will come without resistanc 
volved in a struggle of powers, 


in Christian mart 
thinking that the Ki 
e to it, for we are 
Good and Evil. 
In the mission field the finest fait 
the gravest danger. 
(Continued on page 15) 


h pulsated closest 
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I KNOW THAT CHRIST LIVES 
By Edna Jane Allen 


I saw not the hill nor the cross where they nailed him, 
Nor heard his last words through his quivering ‘breath; 
I bore him not hence to the tomb that received him 
‘So silent and cold in that chamber of death; 
But stronger than sight is the faith that believes it, 
And greater than reason, God’s witness to me; 
For sin and uncleanness the Christ made atonement; 
I know that he died, for his blood cleanseth me. 


I saw not the angel that came at the dawning 

To roll back the stone where the Crucified lay, 
Nor saw him arising, majestic in triumph 

O’er death and the grave, on that first Easter Day; 
But deep in my heart is the peace that abideth, 

And joys growing big, like as streams near the sea; 
Not dead my Redeemer! He’s risen! He’s risen! 

I know that Christ lives, for he liveth in me. 


I heard not him utter his wonderful promise 
Again to return from his glorious throne, 
To call from the graves his redeemed, his beloved, 
With all those who love his appearing — his own; 
But the gladness that burst into song as I read it 
Is proof strong enough of the truth that I see; 
He’s coming! He’s coming! My risen Redeemer, 
In the day of thy glory, remember thou me. 


—Gospel Herald. 


HIS STEPS 
By H. Cockrell 
sETHSEMANE Travail 
Leaving the feast, the upper room, 
Into the garden filled with gloom, 
The Lord with his disciples went, 
His head with bitter sorrow bent: 
Alone he agonized in prayer 
His cup of sorrow none could share. 
ABBATHA Trial 
Before the surging mob that cried 
‘“Away —let him be crucified,” 
Stood Israel’s King in purple gown, 
With scepter reed and mocking 
crown: 
Whilst Pilate cringed, his nature vile, 
The Lord bore patiently his trial. 
JOLGOTHA Triumph 
The last and lonely steps he trod, 
Betrayed of men, bereft of God, 
Hatred, contempt, and bitter strife, 
- Were his, as he laid down his life: 
“Finished!” triumphantly he cried, 
The claims of God were satisfied. 
GALILEE The Tryst 
Upon the mount the risen Lord, 
With joy is worshiped and adored; 
“All power,” he said, “is given me,” 
Then bade them “Go”’—the royal 
decree: 
The power was theirs to testify, 
And, in his steps, to suffer, die. 
—Gospel Herald. 


ALABASTER BOX 
He lives! 
The alabaster box of God, 
The gift most precious, 
Hangs broken upon the cross 
Filling the world 
With an everlasting fragrance 
And a sweetness forever ours. 


O Christ, we break 

Our alabaster boxes at thy feet. 

They are empty, 

And we crucify thee again. 
—Myrta Stover 


STEWARDSHIP 


First give yourself. You are the 
fortune God 

Has given you, and this you may 
increase 

By giving out. There is no other 
road 

To greatness or to happiness or 
peace. 

And happiness and peace are riches 
great. . 

First give yourself, and other things 
await. 


I am an old man and have known a 
great many troubles, but most of them 
never happened.—Mark Twain. 


ET 
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NO DEVIL 

Men don’t believe in a devil now, as 
their fathers used to do; 

They’ve forced the door of the broad- 
cast creed to let his majesty through. 

There isn’t a print of his cloven foot, or 
a fiery dart from his bow 

To be found in the earth, or air today, 
for the world has voted so. 

But who is mixing the fatal draught 
that palsies heart and brain, 

And loads the bier of each passing year 
with ten hundred thousand slain? 

Who blights the bloom of the land to- 
day with the fiery breath of hell, 

If the devil isn’t and never was, won’t 
somebody rise and tell? 

Who dogs the steps of the toiling saint, 
and digs the pit for his feet? 

Who sows the tares in the field of time, 
wherever God sows His wheat? 
The devil is voted not to be, and of 

course, the thing is true; 


But who is doing the kind of work the 


devil alone should do? 

We are told he does not go around like 
a roaring lion now; 

But whom shall we hold responsible for 
this everlasting row 

To be heard in home, in State, and 
Church, to earth’s remotest bound, 

If the devil by a unanimous vote is 
nowhere to be found? 

Won’t somebody step to the front forth- 
with and make his bow and show 

How the frauds and crimes of a single 
day spring? We want to know. 

The devil was fairly voted out, and, of 
course, the devil’s gone: 

But simple people like to know who 
carries his business on? 


“Who is really boss in your house?” 
inquired one friend of another. 

“Well, of course, Maggie assumes com- 
mand of the children, the servants, the 
dog, the cat, and the canary, but I can 
say pretty much what I please to the 
goldfish.” 


Have you heard this one 

“What's wrong with your scales?” 
demanded the indignant mother. “I sent 
my little boy for two pounds of plums 
and you sent only a pound and a half.” 

“My scales are all right, madam,” 
replied the grocer. “Have you weighed 
your little boy?” 

As a young mother was bathing her 
baby, a neighbor’s little girl was holding 
a doll minus an arm and a leg. 

“How long have you had your baby?”’ 
asked the little visitor. 

“Three months,” replied the mother. 
And the little girl said: “My, but you’ve 
kept her nice.” 
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A Page For Youth... 


Homer Larsen, Edito 
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“LOYALLY WE STAND” 


It was just last Sunday when the text for our morn- 
ing sermon was about Jesus’ visit at the home of Martha 
and Mary. You remember how busy Martha became 
in preparing to serve her guest. Mary, on the other 
hand, thought it more important to spend some time at 
the feet of Jesus listening to the wonderful things he 
had to say. It wasn’t that what Martha was doing was 
necessarily wrong. In fact, she was really showing her 
love for Jesus by wanting to care for his personal needs. 
Martha’s trouble was that she had found just too many 
things to do when, at the moment, there was really only 
“one thing needful.” 

For young people today the danger of finding too 
many things to do has become a real problem. As a mat- 
ter of fact, young people, you don’t really have to be too 
concerned about making out a busy schedule for your- 
selves. Your high school calendar will set the pace for 
you and all you need do is follow it! Almost without 
realizing it such things as Luther League and choir 
practice can become just another weekly event to be 
sandwiched into the busy schedule—providing there are 
no conflicts. 

We have a great deal of sympathy for the Martha 
mentioned above, for she was trying to do what she 
thought best. In the same manner, we also understand 
quite readily how the young person in high school is 
well meaning in his or her effort to support the school’s 
many activities. The school plays, basketball games, par- 
ties, musical activities, etc., are, for the most part, very 
fine things, just as was Martha’s serving. Who would 
think it a good thing if you as a young person didn’t 
take a real interest in these activities? But, we can’t 
stop here, for we began talking about the danger of hav- 
ing too many things to do, especially if your loyalty to 
Luther League and other church activities is affected. 

The answer to the whole problem could be made very 
simple. Just don’t become involved in so many school 
activities. If there is a conflict, always put your league 
and church first. But the answer isn’t as simple as that. 
Every choice you make must be based upon a deeper 
conviction of your heart which must come first. If that 
conviction is not there you will find it very hard to be 
loyal to your Luther League even though you know 
you should be. 


You remember that Jesus didn’t scold Martha f 
wanting to do so many other things. But He did poi 
out the “one thing needful” she was missing by not tal 
ing time out to be with Him. What she could hay 
learned by sitting at His feet with Mary, and the strengt 
she could have received through conversing with Hi 
was of untold value. Mary had discovered that, and sk 
wouldn’t trade it for the world. : 


Have you considered your Luther League in this way 
League isn’t just another activity. At any rate, a goc 
league isn’t that. It is an opportunity to have fellowshi 
with Christ and with those who love Him. It is a plac 
to go where you can hear what Jesus has to say to yo 
through His Word. You converse with Him there whe 
you and your fellow leaguers bend your heads an 
hearts in prayer. Jesus would certainly have to say 1 
you that you were “anxious and troubled” about to 
many things if there wasn’t time for that. Next tim 
you are tempted to skip Luther League for somethin 
else take time to think about it in this light. Think c 
the “one thing needful” Jesus recommended to Marth: 
You will find that there is still plenty of time for th 
other activities. And you will be a happier and stronge 
person in all these things if you can take Jesus wit 
you, knowing that you haven’t neglected the “time out 
that belongs to Him. 


Just one more thing. Perhaps you have the feelin 
that youth league meetings don’t amount to much mor 
than “just another activity.” Maybe you don’t find tha 
something different each Luther League should have 
What can you do about it? Your pastor wants the meet 
ings to count for Christ, you can be sure of that. But h 
can’t create that spirit by himself. Perhaps you cai 
help by praying more for the league. Volunteer you: 
help in preparing Christ-centered programs. Encouragi 
the officers to be on their toes. That’s what being loya 
really means, and Christ needs loyal leaguers. 


- “Forward, Christian leaguers 
Of this royal band. 
For the Church of Jesus 
Loyally we stand.” 
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The Board of Trustees of Dana Col- 


e and Trinity Seminary will hold 
| spring meeting at Dana College 
1 20 and 21, beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
Hiril 20. A. M. Vig, Sec’y. 
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Many say, 
“This is so 


interesting.” 


LIVES THAT 
GLORIFY GOD 
by Amos Lundquist 


Inspiring Life for Each Day of 
b> Year. 


P36 leading women and 330 prominent 
an of all churches and nations, such 
Martin Luther, Katherina von Bora, 
A. Brorson, Nikolai Grundtvig, S¢r- 
1 Kierkegaard, William S. Knudsen, 
. P. Moller, Kaj Munk, Jacob A. Riis, 
hel Thorwaldsen, Susanna Wesley, 
ine Addams, and many others. 


Bible verse and short prayer on 
.ch page. 


Christ-centered. 


Ideal for private or family inspira- 
pon. 


Makes an appreciated gift. 


Rev. William Larsen, Lutheran Stu- 
ent Center, University of Minnesota: 
We use this book every day. Our 
fhildren like it.” 


Oscar E. Olson, farmer, Wahoo, Neb.: 
‘Do I ever appreciate this book! It is 
0 different. What is outstanding in 
fhe person I read about every morn- 
ng inspires me throughout the day.” 


Roy L. Smith: “An entirely new 
dea. A splendid piece of work excep- 
cionally well done. I have never seen 
anything like it.” 

Beautiful, semi-limp binding $2.50. 

Order Your Copy Today 


LUTHERAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Blair, Nebraska 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen. Mer. 


Telephones: 
Circle 5-6146-6147 


35 WEST 53RD STREET 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 
Information Free. All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 
TRAVEL TO DENMARK 


CMA yr casa Me meee a 


Which Pays 


You an Income 


That Keeps 
Pace with 


Your Efforts / 


If you’re looking for a profitable life career, why not 
investigate your opportunities as a representative of 
Lutheran Brotherhood in your local area? 

If you qualify, Lutheran Brotherhood can provide you 
with an income proportionate to your efforts, as well as 
other extra benefits, including a liberal RETIREMENT 
PLAN, Group HosprraAL AND MEDICAL PLAN, and Low 
Cost EMPLOYEE LiFe INSURANCE. Send today for your 
copy of ‘“‘Career Opportunities” and find out how you can 
begin this rewarding career. 


AL THIS C 


| am interested in “Career Opportunities” with Lutheran Brotherhood. Tell 
me about your offer. | am a Lutheran. Yes ) No 0 


Name. Age. 
Street 
City Zone State 


HIS 18 Your LIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY 


Lutheran Brotherhood 


CARL F. GRANRUD, President 


LEGAL RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE FOR LUTHERANS 
608 Second Avenve South ) Minneapolis 2, Minnesota 
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CKNOWLEDGMENTS arena School General H Indian Utah ri 
Total ) @ ome 5 

A’ o Received Homes Fund Fund Mission Mission Mission Fund }} 


Total Bud get ae eee erence ccna terse evetaeetset =e 197567.00|/15600.00|80000.00/24747.00|36643.00|7650.00|1542.00 31385.0) 
Previously acknowledged |157045.87]/18321.40]58073.78/17877.02/28585.70|8239.43/1831.29/24117.40 


Sidney, Mont., Mr. and Mrs. Martin Jensen in memory of Isaack Han-]................ | 


SC mandeekar) EP uMdtOLtey Me cmecosetescees soeeosasassbsrsseereen sn see season esessens onan apis | 2.00 
Viborg, S. D., Mr. and Mrs. Paul Varnum in memory of Chris P. Jen-|................ 
Sony LOL. ISPrinee Valle va @Ghurch wettest eee te eames emer anes heat at bette 1.00 


Viborg, S. D., in memory of Chris P. Jensen of Spring Valley Church: 
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Nielsen and family, Mr. and Mrs. Benny F.|... 
Jensen and son, Mrs. L. P. Jensen, and Mr. and Mrs. Axel Chris- 
tensen: seachy - Gib 0 iv care: ticecececcesene sesh case eects SER dacs evaeies telarles OMe Naas 

Aurora, Colo., Altura Ladies Aid for church at Oaks, Okla. 

Jacksonville, Ia., Jacksonville Ladies Aid in memory of Mrs. Tina Ham- 
AUTO ae et ce escccse caso onan rea a elec et oe a aviehie Ghosts MEUG MER CEA SCH G MER IE ek au MCurea RE AnemanGunES 

Thee Wisconsine: Distal chips mentees cetera Feil sige eae eee mec ae 

Audubon, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Harry Rasmussen of Ebenezer Church ......... 


Royal, Towa, Bethlehem: uth. (Church ere. . ere ceee cere tortie atc teeta 
Denmark, Wis., the Sunshine Sewing Club of Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
Minden Nebr i redericksbuncs Esvan outheee @MUnChy evsmcereetenee teeresten es eesene tee 
Cedar Halls, la., Nazareth Guth. (Church) .........- aa 
Selmaye Calif (ella Hive lout Churches 
Hamlin, Ia., Pastor and Mrs. Anders Hansen 
Halmouth, Me., Emmaus Luth. Church: January Mission money $32.40, 
IMCDLUATY. AMISSTONS eMOMO Vi G9 19 Otte eee cere rece eee eee eee ee conto 
Sand Springs, Okla., Mr. and Mrs. Holger Christensen 
RCenmanreweNe es Dalkee eTrimityeletrt ee CHU Chi mepereenincuetes scteesten mnceeeeert eee einen 
Morgan, Minn., Bethany Luth. Ladies Aid, for Elim Home, Elk Horn....| 15.00 
Fresno, Calif., Grace Guild in memory of Mrs. Katarina Krum .............. | 5.00 
Racine, Wis., in memory of Mrs. Mabel Smith of Our Savior’s Luth.| ................ 
(Oran D Heel ated 7 Ghcadeneen ne tccocnccass inaeoTds \eccec ose ee IEE Icon BRAD SGcOEE Ee REE ac tn oe aia 15.00 
Racine, Wis., Our Savior’s Luth. Church vel 385.00 
Brushy. © OlOnms Vics haLG nae) ami Gls meee cess erreeeetnes os 10.00 
Indianapolis, Ind., First Trinity Luth. Church * 165.90 
Viborg, S. D., Spring Valley Luth. Church 150.00 
Blair, Nebr., Mr. and Mrs. Don Tietgen, Rt. 2, Florence, in memory of) ................ | 
Mires) Bred Bla ket Matawan tc orecccm cece met mere att neat ovaeat tees sGalevostece tien: eeeater one 5.00 
Abdal, Nebr., Bethel Luth. Church in memory of Mrs. Anna Tweden,]................ 
Brushy WCOLOs 7 co teescye cases oescs Meee eee meee OE o THR Ee a ast ces an EUR: a ee 5.00 
Abdal, Nebr., in memory of Mrs. Peter Nielsen, Superior, Nebr., of] ................ 
Bethel peut CMT Che te eet secccss sicceinya soe oke eee rth eee Coe er ee ee 17.00 
Milltown, Wis., Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Jorgensen in memory of Mrs. Otto] ................ | 
Sorensen sSelin aaan@ alii tae ee eee eee te 1) ne eee ae Boe ee | 2.00 
Ringsted, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Sunday School 18.33 
eybholehmel, lek, Adieibontaie Joona, Clnibyweloy 2s aaasaccevaraoee sg 200.001] 5 i ; 
Morgan winn Bethanyamleuth@hunchmem ci mean Onna TBO cee onssauct [SOOO sc serccrcosan 30.25]. 0). Seen 
TOTAL }159753.70]|18747.73|59073.68|18279.42/29116.50|8269.43|1841,29|24425.65 


* Racine, Wis., in memory of Mrs. Mabel Smith of Our Savior’s Luth. Church. The words Tt i 
J. P. Skriver, Rudy Harrison, Nels Petersen, Allie Markisen, Axel Bertlesen, Harold Nelson, Gari re ate e Daniel Zelincerh Hae 
Chnistensen (Durand), Clarence Bing, Alfred Andersen, Ray Lange, Stanley Due, Peter Verner, Einar Jacobsen Victor Andersen Spe Tes 
gerby, Milton Petersen, Fred Nelson, Miss Dora Petersen, Miss Bertha Jensen, Miss Ethel Nielsen, Miss Emma Nelson, Mrs Robt Laren 
Mrs. Ethel Talbert, Mrs. Geo. C. Due, Mrs. Christ Due, Mrs. Mary Beck, Hans Hansen each $1, Mark Ellen and Janet Thomsen 50 t ; 
Fred Andersen 50 cents. Total sey oie for Home Mission and $15.00 for Japan Mission. cen 
** Abdal, Nebr., in memory of Mrs. Peter Nielsen. The words Mr. and Mrs. are omit s i 
Mads Christensen, Carl Thomsen, Leonard Ebsen, Bill Christensen, Elmer Meyers, Aage gee Wale en ee John ee 
Thomsen, Peter Nielsen, Howard Larsen, Hans Christensen, Peter Block, Ervin Nielsen and Art "Hansen. $17.00 for Home Minions a 


South Gen. Fd 
SPECIAL MISSIONS Total Japan Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China L.W.A Foreign 
Sa eet Se Received Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission ; Missions 
IPTC MOUs yaEAIClcn Ow 16d acc mane aU yen esoneeee 158.489.1711 11100.34/13053.08/11524.45| 825.64] 441.54] 6333.61] 448.00 


4762.51| 


Dannebrog, Nebr., Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Henriksen in memory 
of Mrs. H. Petersen 
Norwalk, Calif., Jack Rice .. peed lens coieseeemg ee ckcete ane ae tee 1.00 
Viborg, S. D., in memory of Chris P. Jensen of Spring Valley |.............. 
Chureh: Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Larsen and boys $1, Mr. | .... i 3 
and Mrs. Harold A. Nielsen and family $2, Rose and 
Ute IWestesaar dae tS 2h Bis cssten sete ce elmore see asc marcas ee ate eRe es ee ae 
Viborg, S. O., in memory of Chris P. Jensen of Spring Val- aD 
ley Church: Mr. and Mrs. Jorgen Brakvatne and Shirley | .. ee ee 
$5, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Nielsen $1, Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Westegaard and family $1, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Lund 
(Na TaCEOT) Sth omer es ae ee con ck cee oe ciaren 0c Meee iin de og ene 
DhemWeMl.Sasolte West) ©anadal District ea th 
Des Moines, Ia., Highland Park Church W.M.S. 
Offering from three churches, meeting in Elk Horn, Ia., on 
World® Dayoroty, -Praiyert gece eee nan re ne a ee 
North Hollywood, Calif., Valley Luth. Guild ............0........ one 
Albert Lea, Minn., Albert Lea Junior Mission Society 
Denmark, Wis., the Sunshine Sewing Club of Our 
AUC ieee CHUL Chip tee tecrrett er sce he aotteteat: Monch eee ae ee 


Kenmare, N. Dak., Nazareth Luth. Ladies Aid idee ae 
Falmouth, Me., Emmaus Luth. S. S., a special mission offering : i pee a a ea ah : Sitreeeeeetenes 
RACING WV VAS me Le OTM crate 1a Clare seaesera «eee eee eee neem mn en : aoe dig ne ee peu oseceuolenogascsoo-al) honda recent eee Bs 


IN DISESIOSGT, 0.5 ©  ageeenocigscone ean euich ape onc hioe eeaeaotie aes Ry a ey Wagiriamane) nn 
Curtis, Nebr., Ebenezer Luth. Church 


North Luck, Wis., St. Peter’s Luth. Church 

Mason City, Nebr., Zion Luth. Church .......... 

EMO, INC aes IeabnM, Clan 

Edmore, Mich., Luth. Ladies Aid for support of Evanselist 
Idppeebhed shal heelbabbakse  Voonccodkacenepronetee othe 


1.54| 6798.83] 


|59446.07 14979.39]11186.25]13063.08|11700.84| 82814) 44 448 00 
Reasiaadl witta Gtharalke. Blair, Nebraska, March 31, 1954. H. J. Han ay 
dls sen, Treasurer. 
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THY KINGDOM COME 
Continued from page 10) 
foe to the world for tempta- 
to sin! For it is necessary that 
tations come, but woe to the 
by whom temptation comes! 
if your hand or your foot caus- 
bu to sin, cut it off and throw it 
you; it is better for you to en- 
ife maimed or lame than with 
‘hands or two feet to be thrown 
the eternal fire. And if your 
causes you to sin, pluck it out 
throw it from you; it is better 
ou to enter life with one eye 
| with two eyes to be thrown 


| the hell of fire.” 
us to see that it is far better to 


CONVENTION NOTICE 


vordial invitation is extended by 
paviour’s Lutheran Church, Au- 
Iowa, to the Synodical Con- 
m delegates, pastors and guests 
15th to 20th. 
=ing will be supplied in private 
in the vicinity. Advance reser- 
is imperative. For those who 
to arrange for commercial ac- 
ipdations, we have four motels 
imme tourist rooms. We have no 
Details and rates will be sent 
request. 
ress all reservations and inquiries 
. E. V. Magnussen, Circle Drive, 
on, Iowa, giving full details as 
pe of arrival, length of stay, num- 
. party, etc. and whether or not 
Il have your own car. 
msportation will be furnished 
rail stations at Carroll or Atlan- 
won request. We have bus serv- 
pom Des Moines and Omaha via 
Bus Lines. 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
Earl R. Lang, President. 


’ 58th Annual Convention of the 
fl Evangelical Lutheran Church 
e held at Our Saviour’s Lutheran 
th, Audubon, Iowa, June 15-20, 


ns C. Jersild, President. 
22% Ne 2 SSO Ne 


ANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 

| BLAIR, NEBRASKA 

Mle Guyer P. V. Hansen 
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be “crippled” than to be “whole” if 


being whole means to remain in our 
selfish way and being crippled means 
to lose an eye or arm or hand or some 
part of our former life that we thought 
we could not do without. Help us to 
be willing to be humiliated or injured 


15 


for the Gospel’s sake if it should be 
necessary. 

It is spiritual, and in a way physical, 
suicide to live a double life—wanting 
both when we can have only one. “Pur- 
ity of heart is to will one thing,” said 
Kierkegaard. 


tna ~~ FORD VAN LINES X= 
COURTEOUS AND RELIABLE MOVING VAN 


SERVICE TO AND FROM ANYWHERE 
Local Agent: MRS. DAN GREENO 


College Hill, Blair, Nebraska 


ot 


FOR THE YEAR 


Phone 2727 


— 


INSURANCE IN FORCE 
as of December 31,1953 . . $294,660,475 
Assets 
Liabilifiesa sa. ets suet ete. ¢ 56,319,830 
Total Surplus Funds . .... 3,918,964 
1953 Increase in Insurance . . 25,058,651 
1953 Increase in Assets .. . 6,231,618 


Paid to Policyholders and 
Beneficiaries . ..... 2,384,399 


Reserve for 1954 Dividends . 1,300,000 


SO = Oe, OO Te eee 60,238,794 


879-195 4 


1953 


Completing Seventy Five Years 


of Steady Progress 


’ Lutheran Mutual 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
HOME OFFICE VEN a 


WAVERLY, 1OWA' 


Please send me FREE copy of your 
1953 Financial Statement 


Name 


Age 


Address, 


City ne eS 


Zone State. 


When In Blair, Visit Us At 
L PH Bookshop 


We are sure you will like the convenient new location in the Lutheran Publishing House Building. 


Books, Bibles, Church and Sunday School Supplies 


poe 


You are always welcome, and we are sure you 
will find it a pleasure to make your selections in 
our beautiful, new bookshop. 


MAIL ORDERS HANDLED PROMPTLY 


Order your Easter supplies at once—Easter 1s only 
two weeks away, but you can depend upon our 
Mail Order Department to give you prompt, ac- 
curate service— 


Mail your order Today! 
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See the new 
BION IE AIS All Heart 
This amazingly fast, new calculator is available at LPH 
Bookshop. Add—Subtract—Multiply—all on one com- By Helena Gebuhr Ludvigsen 
pact, easily operated machine. 
Only $49.50 plus 5% tax ($2.48) This is the story of the founder of the Santal Miss 


in northwest India—H. P. Berresen. His biography, 

one of the most fascinating of all countries as its setti 
is a record of childlike faith and intimate relations 
with God. These qualities, coupled with utterly selfl 
endeavor, brought as their reward a rich harvest of so 


Permeated with the spirit that moved B¢grresen 
his coworkers, ALL HEART can hardly fail to insp 


the reader with zeal for the cause to which they devot 
their lives. 


250 pages, size, 814 x 514 inches. 
Cloth Bound $2.25 


200 SOUTH FIFTH STREET 


O 
UO ~~ BLAIR. NEBRASKA il 


Suiheran Publishing House 


